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I .—Foreiean Pouttics. 


Tae NSahachar, of the co December, 9 og the me 9 of an 
sate with the Hunza and exXpedition to punish the Hunzas and the Nagaras. 
nee tribes. si These brave people have shown that they can fight 
well, and it has been unwise to send only a thousand men to fight with them. 
If the British troops are defeated, not only will British prestige be gone, but the 
work of Russia in the country occupied by these tribes will also be greatly 
facilitated. . It has become extremely necessary to do something to check the 
military expenditure of Government. The cost of these petty frontier wars has 
really become unbearable. 
II.—HoME ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. : 
2. A correspondent of the ape go Se 23rd Pigg draws — 
: ‘ein attention of the authorities to a case of attempte 
tite. murder in the village of Jagardal within the fatle- 
diction of the Sonarpur thana, and to a similar case in the Raj r, thana, in 
‘both of which the wounded men have had to be removed to hospital, where 
they are lying in a precarious condition. The writer charges the olice Sub- 
+ Inspectors of the two thanas with neglect of a and refusal to take prompt 
steps to arrest the offenders. The man who brought information to the Rajpore 
thana was driven away by the jemadar, a Sikh, against whom the ree 
dent knows of many things which a fear of the libel law prevents him from 
disclosing. Rajpore will enjoy no peace until this jemadar is transferred. 

3. The Banganivasi, of the 25th December, fully approves of the sug- 

gestion of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor that 
| no officer below the rank of a Sub-Inspector of 
Police should conduct a police investigation, but thinks that this arrangement 
will be of no use if the salaries of the Sub-Inspectors are not increased. The 
Lieutenant-Governor has not accepted the recommendations of the Police 
Committee regarding increase of the pay of either Sub-Inspectors or Inspectors, 
and says that the Committee have failed in their report to show any good 
grounds for making such increase. The writer has not seen the report of the 
Committee, which has not been published, and does not therefore know on what 
grounds they havé based their recommendation. | 

But the Committee was composed of experienced men, of men intimatel 
acquainted with the Police Department, and it is certain that they would not 
have made the recommendation in question if they had not been strongly 
convinced of its necessity or importance. | 

Moreover, it will be generally admitted that good men will never be 
attracted to the police service if the prospects of pay in that service be not 
improved. The Bengal Government will of course meet all these arguments 
with the plea of want of money. 

But the Government, while refusing on this ground to sanction an increase 
of pay to poorly paid Sub-Inspectors and Inspectors of Police, does not scruple 
' to maintain Assistant Superintendents of Police on large salaries and thereb 

_toimcur needless expenditure, The writer fails to see any necessity for keep- 
ing up the post of Assistant Superintendent of Police. Without doubt the 


Police reform. 


post was created with the view.of maintaining a body of worthless men. Sir. 


* , George Campbell once made a proposal for its abolition. Sir George said 

in distinct terms that except in special cases, it was wholly unnecessary to have 
an Assistant Superintendent of Police, and that Inspectors might very well do 
the work of the Assistant Superintendent. Sir George was also of opinion that 
'. an Inspector of the higher grade might be left in charge of the District Police 

during the absence of the District Superintendent on inspection, and that such 
Inspectors might take instructions in necessary matters from the Magistrate and 
the District Superintendent of Police. Sir Geceas Campbell was a very clever 


Overnor and examined every question minutely and critically. d the 
grounds on which he held the post of Assistant Superintendent of Police to be 


unnecessary are me indisputable. If Sir Charles Elliott will carefully 


examine these grounds, he too will arrive at Sir George’s conclusion. 
: he writer asks the present Lieutenant-Governor, who in some res 
esembles Sir George Campbell, to carefully consider the subject. 


SaHACHAR, 
Dec. 23rd, 1891. 


SaHacuaR, 


HITAVADI, 
Dec, 26th, 1891. 
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That the abolition of the post of Assistant Superintendent will effect a 
considerable saving cannot be doubted. In Bengal there are fifty Assistant 
Superintendents on salaries varying from Rs. 250 to Rs. 400 per month. 
So the abolition of the post will mean a saving of nearly 2 lakhs of rupees; a 
large sum, which can be applied in increasing the salaries of Inspectors and 
Sub-Inspectors, thereby enabling the Government to secure the services of honest 
and competent men in these offices. Again, if able and competent Inspectors of 
the upper grade who are qualified to be Assistant Superintendents of Police 
have the prospect of promotion to the post of District Supezintendent, many 
well educated men will be willing to serve as Inspectors, The writer hopes that 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will consider this suggestion. 

The writer approves of the proposal of the Lieutenant-Governor to increase 
the salaries of constables and head-constables, but says that it would have been 
better if His Honour had seen his way to accepting the recommendation of the 
Committee in its entirety. 

4. The Hitavadi, of the 26th December, makes the following obser- 

vations in regard to the recommendations of the 

Police Committee :— 

(1) No necessity exists for the employment of halkadars. 

As it is the duty of the punchayet to exercise supervision over the 
chowkidars, where is the necessity of employing another man 
for the same purpose? Halkadars, if appointed, will in reality 
exercise control over the punchayet and not over chowkidars. 
Surely it is not worthy of a considerate ruler like the present 
Lieutenant-Governor to needlessly increase the poor villagers’ 
burden of taxation. 

(2) Under the provisions of the draft Chowkidari Bill, chowkidars will 
have power to arrest offenders. But to confer this additional 
power on chowkidars without at the same time increasing 
their pay is likely to lead to mischievous consequences. The 
salaries of all Gcvernment officials are fixed with reference to 
their duties and responsibilities. If it had been otherwise, a 
Magistrate would not have received a higher salary than a 
village chowkidar. But, strange to say, although chowkidars 
are proposed to be invested with additional powers, there is 
no intention of raising their salaries. On the contrary, their 
pay will in some cases be fixed at Rs. 2 per month. To 
arrest offenders is properly the duty of the regular police, 
and if chowkidars are now required to do this work, a portion 
of their salary ought to be paid out of the Government 
treasury. oe 

(3) Itis necessary to add here that the task of reporting to the thana 
the state and prospects of the crops, the number of births and 
deaths, &c., will now be taken out of the hands of chowkidars 
and placed in those of the punchayet. The sole duty of the 
punchayet now will therefore be to make these reports. The 
punchayet wees may therefore be as well abolished without 
any material injury. | 

(4) Tho Police Committee has made another proposal which can be 

iven effect to without recourse to legislation. As the/chowki- 

s s who are holders of chakran lands are very indolent, the 

are to make room for salaried chowkidars. But how, in that 

case, will chakran lands be disposed of ? The Police Commit- 
tee’s report does not solve this difficulty. To make over these 
lands to zemindars or to declare them Government’s khas 
property will involve serious injustice. The lands should be given 
' tothe punchayet and a part of the expenses of working the 


Chowkidari Act should be defrayed outof the profits arising 
therefrom. 


(5) The writer is exceedingly sorry to find that His Honour the Lieute- 
nant-Governor has not accepted the recommendations of the 
Committee in regard to the salaries of Inspectors and Sub- 
Inspectors of Police. If it is considered necessary to have 
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able and honest men to serve as Inspectors and Sub-Inspec- 
tors, it is of the first importance to hold out to them better 

: prospects of pay. 
5. The Prakriti, of the 26th December, is glad to learn that the Hon’ble 
| H. J. S. Cotton has been appointed President 
Mr. Cotton as President of the of the new Police Commission. Mr. Cotton has 
csiiheaepeireenmasan te considerable experience of the Police Department. 
6. The Bangavasi, of the 26th December, has learnt that four persons 
were murdered and one person wounded in the 
Murders in a village in the hoyse of Dwarka Nath Mozumdar of Hogulberia 

Nuddea district. in the Nuddea district, on the night of the 6th 

November last. ‘The police have not yet been able to trace the perpetrators of 

me. : 

se 7, The Dacca Prokash, of the 27th December, says that it will be 

a matter of great regret if the Government be 

unable to increase the salaries of police officers 
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ing to want of money. : | 
ee A order to consider the question of the employment of Sub-Inspectors on 


investigation work, a Committee has been formed consisting of Mr. Secretary 
Cotton and some other high Government officials. The writer has great 
confidence in Mr. Cotton, and thinks that he will be sure to advise the Govern- 
ment to accept the excellent recommendations of the Committee on this 
ject. 

a” The pay of the lowest grade of Sub-Inspectors, which has been fixed at 
Rs. 50 per mensem, will be sufficient to attract many educated men to 
the service. The writer does not think it absolutely necessary that the 
maximum pay of Sub-Inspectors should be raised to Rs. 100. The grant 
of a lump sum asa reward for good service is to be preferred to increase 
of salary. A man’s expenses often increase in proportion to the increase of his 
income, Increasing salary does not therefore often mean helping a man 
much. 

But if, instead of an increased salary, a lump sum is granted as a reward 
for good service, there will be an incentive to good work at a much smaller 
expenditure. Take the case of a Sub-Inspector on a salary of Rs. 50. 
If his salary is raised to Rs. 100, it will mean an additional expenditure 
of Rs. 600 per annum on his account. And the Sub-Inspector will get this 
additional six hundred no matter whether the work done by him be satisfactory 
or not. Increasing salaries does not therefore seem to be a measure calculated 


to secure sound and efficient work. Nor does it follow that a Sub-Inspector 


will throw up his appointment worth Rs. 50 per month if his salary is 
not increased. Neither the Government nor its servants will be gainers 
of a graded system of promotion be imtroduced in the police service. 
They are few in number who can save much out of any increase in their salary. 
The only result of such increase is that the number of. idle, worthless men 
depending upon the man who gets it increases—a result, which is clearly harmful 
not only to individual officers but also to the Government and the country. 
In many cases the only result of such increase is increased drunkenness and 
extravagance of living. On the other hand, if the reward for good work takes 
the shape of a bounty or gratuity, Government will not have to spend more 
than a few hundred rupees at one time, and its officers will make it their 
constant endeavour, in the hope of obtaining rewards, to serve the Government 
to the satisfaction of Government and the public. Thus police work will be 
better done and at less cost. The writer therefore advocates the abolition of 
the graded system in the police. If the reward for good service be promotion 
to a higher post in each case, what is the good of having different grades in the 
same Class of officers ? 


The suggestions of the writer, therefore, are:— 


Ist. That the graded system in the police be abolished. 


end, That ample provision be made for the reward of good and 
satisfactory work. 


At present the salaries of some Sub-Inspectors are Rs, 50 per month; and 


it is proposed to raise the maximum salary and to increase the total number of 


PRAERITI, 
Dec. 26th, 1891. 


BANGAVASI, 
Dec. 26th, 1891. 


Dacca Prakase, 
Dec. 27th, 1891. 


Bee 


Sub-Inspectors in the service, both of which proposals will involve additional 
expenditure, 
a But the amount that has been sanctioned by the Government of India 
(Rs. 184,000) together with that which will be saved by reducing the 
number of head-constables will cover the greater portion of the increased 
expenditure which the proposed changes will involve, and the Bengal Govern- 
ment will have to bear a very small part thereof. , 
Under these circumstances, the writer hopes that the Bengal Government 
will not hesitate to give effect to these wholesome changes, 
Seog gg 8. A correspondent of the same paper complains that an outsider has been 
pearedcay: put in the place of Babu Ee Sen, Sub-Inspec- 
Supersession of certain police tor of Nawabgunge, Dacca district, and a descendant 
pmeaianchemmmats of the Maharaja Raj Ballabh, who has lately 
retired. The correspondent will not say anything about the fitness or other- 
wise of the outsider, and will only ask why the claims of several competent 
head-constables of the Dacca police hove been overlooked in his favour. Babu 
Ganga Charan Sarkar, an old and experienced head-constable of the Dacca 
police, does not, indeed, know English; but there are several others who have 
assed the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University, and all of whom 
ee on many occasions officiated as Sub-Inspectors. They belong to respect- 
able families, and are active and energetic officers. Their supersession by the 
outsider has been an act of injustice which will havea discouraging effect 
on them. | 
yg gen 9. The Dacca ean of 4 the sy ag a. ~~ theft, ag 
7 scien di —s reaking, and incendiarism have become very rife 
pttorcic: ont quien nie a, Citebase tlelividen of ten Thame 
Tipperah district. district. The place has also become notorious for 
gambling, as the Gambling Act is not in force in the district. The local police 
is said to be very negligent. It is hoped the oe and the Deputy Magis- 
trate will see that the budmashes are put down and the people enjoy security of 
life and property. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


Hinpi Banavasi, 10. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 21st December, refers to two decisions 
Dec. 2st, 1891, m _ lately passed by the Allahabad High Court, in one 
i + the Allahabad of which a man who had murdered another for the 
teeta sake of three or four rupees has been sentenced to 
transportation for life, and in the other a man who had murdered the man who 
had seduced his wife has been sentenced to be hanged, and asks, what should 
be thought of judicial freaks of this kind ? 
HINDI BaNuavast. 11. The same paper says that the Benares rioters have been punished 
_. with undue severity. The writer will never forget 
Hindus protecting their religion what took place in the temple of Ramji at Benares. 
et ee A similar case lately occurred in the Bombay Pre- 


sidency. An ito by certain Europeans out fishing to trespass into land 
e, W 


attached to a temple, which no European is allowed to tread upon, led to an 
affray with the Hindus. The Hindus have been punished for this. Thus 
Hindus are being punished for every attempt to protect their religion. 

ig dg 12. Referring to the acquittal by the District Judge of Burdwan of the 


accused in the Ranigunge shooting case, the Sahachar, - 


__ of the 23rd December, says that it is strange that the 
Judge disbelieved the evidence of the son of the deceased man on the ground 


that he did not, after his father was wounded, come forward to help him, that is 
to say that he was not anxious to share the fate of his father—for he too must 
have been shot if he had come forward at that time. Be that as it may, the 
broad fact remains: a native has lost his life, and the Anglo-Indians are helping 
the Austrian accused on the plea that the native was killed by accident. Now 
these accidents are becoming rather numerous and frequent. By-and bye, the 
natives, too, will learn to kill “ by accident.” 
saree toe 13. The Hitakuri, of the 24th December, says that Mr. Galloway, an 
An inadequate punishment ine €%Me-driver of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 
flicted by the Deputy Magistrate who was charged before the Deputy Magistrate of 


of Kushtea. ; Kushtea with having caused the death of a points- 
man named Ashgar Ali through negligence in not stopping the engine near 


The Ranigunj shooting case. 


a -—"\ 
“NS 


Pe 


; idge, was, on conviction, sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 200. The 
a Bo been very inadequate, as the offence of causing death by 
ligence 1s a serious one. 
aL, wie ae that if the Magistrate found the accused not gu ty; he 
should have acquitted him instead of inflicting on him a nominal punishment. 
Mr Sonnenschein’s acquittal 14, The Bangavasi, of the 26th December, 
and its lesson. has the following :— _ . 
The Anglo-Indian community has set up a violent agitation in connection 
with the acquittal of Mr. Sonnenschein of Assensole. ‘They are saying that 
the natives have made it impossible for them to live in the country. Jf course, 
it ig not for the insignificant natives to say anything on this point. But 
the matter ought to be settled one way or another. f the natives have reall 
made it impossible for the Europeans to live in India, the natives should 
certainly be banished from the country. — It is for the Government to decide 
this question. On the other hand, this Sonnenschein case has awakened in 
the native mind a fear of the European community. That this should be so 
ter of great regret. 
. "Tho. writer is tad that Mr. Sonnenschein has been acquitted. It cannot 
be said that his acquittal means failure of justice, for the Judge found him 
innocent after properly trying the case. But this much is certain, that 
Mr. Sonnenschein would not have escaped if the European community had not 
taken up his cause with such earnestness. ‘T'he natives of India ought to take a 
lesson from this action of the European community in the case of Sonnenschein, 
of one, that is, who is not their countryman, but only their co-religionist. 
Many natives accused of crime similar in nature to that with which Mr. Sonnen- 
schein was charged will surely escape punishment if the native community 
do for them what the European community have done for Sonnenschein. 
Among the natives, the Mahomedans alone endeavour to save their co-religionists 
in danger. It was by the help of their co-religionists that many of the 
accused in the Shambazar riot case escaped scot-free. And it was the want of 
such help from the Hindus which led to so deplorable a termination of the 
Benares riot case. 
15. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 27th December, says that 


A railway police case in the r= — we ag a gh “ = of 
$F ser : eneral Assembly’s Institution, went to see his 
a father off at the Sealdah station. On going to 
purchase a ticket, he was pushed in the crush by a police constable, and 
probably otherwise maltreated by him. The boy instantly took revenge on 
the constable and was arraigned before the Deputy Magistrate of Sealdah 
and fined Rs. 60. The writer thinks the punishment was very severe. Constables 
in the railway stations are often found to behave very rudely towards 
passengers. 
The police is already shown great indulgence by Government, and if 


Magistrates, too, encourage it in its wrong doing, there will be no end to police 
oppression. 


(d)— Education. 


16. The General and Gauhar, of the 21st December, complains that the 
ae i head-masters of almost all schools in Behar rusticate 
by Bengali head-masters. their students for the smallest acts of impertinence. 


eva Frequent rustication stands in the way of the 
education of Behari students. 


W. The Hitakari, of the 24th December, has learnt that candidates at the 
hs Dursanenel enact. Arts examinations will be required to write their 


Sanskrit answers in the Devanagari character, but 
fails to understand the object of this whimsical resolution of the University. 


18. The same paper, in the course of a long article entitled the “ Wretched 
ee __ condition of the Education Department,” says that 
Departmest 9 ot the Education the Education Department has reached the last stage 


: sans _ Of its existence, and the Government will not be 
satisfied until it has been done away with alto ether. The Department has now 


a ome an eyesore to the authorities. The liberal-minded men who founded 
is department are now no more, while their successors are men of a wholly 
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different stamp, to whom it is not a pleasant thought that natives of this 
country should receive a liberal education and gradually advance in the scale of 
civilization. = 

To the present head of the Education Department it is a matter of 
supreme indifference whether schools and colleges exist or not ; he, too, 
seems to intend the utter ruin of these institutions. This gentleman does not 
now attend much to the work of his department, and relies mainly on the advice 
of his trusted adviser. ‘This trusted adviser isa man whom everybody knows 
well, The Education Department is not likely to survive the combination of 
forces at present arrayed against m2 ustice and fair play, reward of good 
service, and the punishment of wrong doing are alike unknown 1n this depart- 
ment. 

The present Director from his lofty position no longer cares for the work 
of the department, but leaves the greater part of it in the hands of his adviser. 

If this minister had been a man of liberal princip.ss, there would have been 
no ground for complaint. But he is the very reverse of this, and seems to think 
that those who have power must make it felt, and that the best way of doing that 
is to harass and annoy people. The whole department is groaning, as it were, 
under his exercise of power. 

The Director of Public Instruction, Sir Alfred Croft, 1s a very competent and 
able officer, who, in the early part of his career, enjoyed a good deal of popularity. 
But no sooner did he begin to rely on the advice of his minister, than all his 
past reputation vanished like the lightning flash. And now he stumbles at every 
step. 

: The writer then gives a very hurried account of the past history of the 
Education Department, and says that formerly Rs. 200 per month was the 
maximum pay in this department and in many cases officers drew the same 
salary all through their lives. When Sir Ashley Eden was Lieutenant- 
Governor, his attention was drawn to this state of things, and he found it 
necessary to take some action in the matter, which led to the introduction of the 
graded system. But even this was disappointing in its results to the educated 
men of the country. The clerks of the Director, of the Inspectors, and of the 
colleges got themselves placed in one or other of these grades, and from the 
influence which clerks, as is well known, have with the heads of their offices, the 
clerks of the Director came in course of time to monopolise all the good things 
of the department. ‘Thus it has happened that the officers who form the back- 
bone of the department have been left in the shade, while the promotion of the 
graded clerks has advanced by leaps and bounds. 


Then, again, the post of Assistant-Inspector, which was created for the 
improvement of the Department and in the interest of the educated men of the 
country, has not fulfilled its purpose, as the men who have been appointed to the 
ost cannot boast of having ever received a collegiate education. The writer 
a ahds whether these men can find easy entrance into any other Department 
of the Government, not to speak of the Education Department. In conclusion, 
the writer observes that whatever the case with other offices may be, in the 
Education Department merit should be the sole passport to promotion. 


19. The Pratikar, of the 25th December, says that Sanskrit is not at all 


a favourite subject with the Indian student, and if 
the answers tothe Sanskrit papers are required to be 
written in the Devanagari character, the number of Sanskrit reading students 
will largely fall off. It is also difficult to see how Bengali students will get 
accustomed to write the Devanagari character in so short a time. The writer 

believes that the University will do great mischief by making the change. 
20. The Banganivasi, of the 25th December, writing on the subject of the 
; recent resolution of the University regarding the 
Aree Devanagari character in the 436 of the Devanagari character, says that it cannot 
understand what useful purpose will be served by 

making students learn to write in the Devanagri character. 

The reasons which have determined the Syndicate in coming to. this 
resolution are best known to themselves, The writer thinks that the rule in 


question has veen made only with a view of filling the pockets of English 
examiners. ) 


The Devanagari question. 


(i) 


91. Referring to the introduction of the Devanagari character in the Arts 
examinations, the Sudhakar, of the 25th December, 

The Devanagari character in the says that the change has probably been made with 
eee a view of benefiting English Sanskritists, who will 
now get a chance of being appointed examiners in Sanskrit. But the change 


should not have been made so rie on’ Sufficient time should have been 


tudents to learn to write the Devanagari character, if the University 
i so intboduation of that character absolutely necessary. The candid ates 
at the Entrance Examination, too, ought to be required to answer their Sanskrit 
apers in the ag oa oe for the habit of writing that character will 
tivated from a very early age. | 
— o. Othe Saraswat Pad, of the 26th December, cannot understand the 
reason of the introduction of the Devanagari charac- 
The Devanagari character inthe +44. in the Arts examinations of the Calcutta 
en University. The Bengali character is far easier 
to write than the Devanagari. And, considering the large number of 
questions set on each subject in the University examinations, it ought to be the 
aim and endeavour of the authorities to give the candidates all possible 
facilities in writing out their answers instead of throwing additional obstacles 
in their way. The Devanagari character is the most difficultly written 
character in the world, being composed of the most angular forms, the tracing of 
which is something like drawing so many pictures, and therefore all the more 
labourious and dilatory, and the writer believes that the change will greatly 
reduce the number of Sanskrit candidates in the Arts examinations. 
23. The Sanjivant, of the 26th December, cannot ap rove of the appoint- 
ie ceken © a = | ghee goad = “", 1 to - — 
ae ene ship 0 e Uentral 1ext-book Committee. Baboo 
ee Bhudev is not a resident of Calcutta, nor does he 
always remain in Hughli. Sir Charles Elliott never makes an ge 
for the sake of show, but he has not in this case adhered to his usual principle. 
The Government has acted very wisely in appointing Baboos Bankim Chandra 
Chatterji and Chandra Moban Majumdar as members of the Committee. Babu 
Chandra Mohan was not so long a member but was working hard for the 
Committee. It is hoped that as a member he will do his best to remove the 
scandals connected with the Committee. But scandals can scarcely be expected 
to be removed until a Secretary is appointed who does not carry on a trade in 
text-books. 
24, The same paper cannot understand why the late meeting of the 
Young Men’s Higher Training Association was held 
The late meeting of the Young in the Senate Hall, whose acoustic defects prevented 
Men's Higher Training Association. ; ? : : ° 
the audience from hearing what Mr. Risley said. 
The speech, as reported in the newspapers, was, however,.a good one. The 
meeting appointed a Committee to inaugurate refurms in the Calcutta University 
after the model of the London University; but the writer is sorry not to find 
the name of Dr. Gurudas Banerji in it. That gentleman’s name ought to 
have been on the list, as he is the Vice-Chancellor of the University. 
The writer was sorry to notice several irregularities and violations of form 
in the proceedings of the meeting. 
29. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 26th December, writes a long 


+ 


The D OE letter on the subject of the recent resolution of the 
Avis stamisstions of the Galeutie Syndicate regarding the use of the Devanagari 


University. character in the Arts examinations. 

The substance of the letter, which is headed “The University’s latest 
frown,” is as follows:— _ | 

Bengali candidates are now allowed to write their Sanskrit answers in the 
Bengali character. The practice, far from being attended with any incon- 
venience, saves students a good deal of time and labour by sparing them the 
task of learning to write in a difficult character. . 

All text-books in Sanskrit are printed in the Devanagari character, but 
Bengali students use the Bengali character in writing their cA skrit answers. 

As a matter of fact, there is no fundamental difference between the Ben gali 
and the Devanagari character, the difference that does exist between them being 
only one of form and therefore immaterial. ; . 
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It does not seem clear how this rule will benefit students. To the writer it 
seems that it will only be a source of trouble to them. Those who will pass the 
next Entrace and F. A. examinations will have to use the Devanagari character 
at their F. A. and B. A. examinations respectively. They will thus get only two 
years’ time to learn to write the character. The enormous difficulty of the 

‘task will prevent many of them from taking up Sanskrit, and Sanskrit will 
thus, in the course of time, cease to be studied. 

May be this is one of the ulterior aims of the learned fools of the Calcutta | 
University in passing this rule. 

The Syndicate has been from time to time passing strange orders on a 
variety of subjects with a degree of recklessness and folly which have brought 
down on it the ridicule of all. 

How long will those worthless noodles, the Fellows, look on the proceedings 
of the Syndicate with indifference? If they are really powerless, why do they 
not retire from the University altogether ? 

The Editor makes the following note on this letter: — 


The letter has been published as coming from one who is himself a student. 
It shows the kind of feeling that has been excited among students by the passing 
of the rule. The Editor does not subscribe to all that is stated in the letter. 


The resolution of the Syndicate regarding the use of the Devanagari 
character has his approval. But the change should not be hastily enforced. 


Those who are now in the Entrance class can never be expected to learn 
the use of the Devanagari character sufficiently well for their I. A. examina- 
tion. Students should be allowed at least 8 or 10 years for that purpose, and in 
the meantime studies on other subjects should be curtailed. 


26. The same paper points out more errors in 
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Dec. 26th, 1891. an = en by the text-book : n nan Sopan” by Babu Jogendra Nath Bidya- 
usan. 


BANGAvast, 27. The Bangavasi, of the 26th December, approves of the order of the 


Dec. 26th, 1891. Calcutta University requiring candidates at the 


Arts Examinations to answer their Sanskrit papersin 
the Devanagari character, although the change will 
cause a little trouble to the examinees for some years, 


a Siem 28. The same paper has learnt that the District Board of Moorshedabad 
7 has, at the instance of the Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
Ml a oe in the discontinued its grant of Rs. 4 to the Upper 
Primary school at Hararpara within the jurisdiction 
of the Jelangi thana in that district. The managers of the school wanted 
to know the reason of the discontinuance in order that they might seek redress 
in the proper quarters. But no answer has been given to their enquiry. The 
school sent up candidates to the examination this year. 


Hitavan1, 29. The HMitavadi, of the 26th December, in modification of the views 
Dec. 26th, 1891. The Devennneds chanson we ee expressed in its previous issue on the resolution of 
Arts examinations of the Celcutta the Syndicate of the Calcutta University, regarding 

Vaivernty the use of the Devanagari character in the Arts 
examinations, says that there are many weighty reasons in favour of this change. 

The first is that the adoption of a uniform character in regard to Sanskrit 

throughout India will be of great advantage. The second is that the 

University examiners will be benefited by the change. The writer thinks that 


the learned Vice-Chanceller must have, before approving of this proposal, given 
the subject his careful consideration. 


Dacca Gacerre, 30. The Dacca Gazette, of the 28th December, has learnt that questions 

Dec. 28th, 1891, 7 | were set at the last Lower Primary examination 

tion in Dacca and Chittagong. «2. the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions on the subject 

of zemindari accounts and mensuration, which were 

extremely difficult for the candidates, and which could not be answered from 

the prescribed text-books. The piece of manuscript writing, too, which the 

candidates were required to read contained many very difficult words. It is 

hoped the Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle, will take these facts into his 
consideration and see that the candidates have justice done to them. 


The Devanagari character in the 
Arts Examinations. 


ae 


aintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 28th December, has the Damur-o-Samacnae 
pileiause: following:—Babu Bhudev Mukerji has been ap- jo ony ton 

The Central Text-book Com- pointed to succeed the late Dr. Rajendralal Mitra in 

mittee. | the Presidentship of the ve ages Ay sgeg —— 
ttee. fitter appointment could not have been made, and it is to 10 

a0 ts the new Poseidon the work of the Committee will be more satisfac- 
torily done. Everybody knows that the work of selecting text books is often 
erformed most perfunctorily by the Committee. This is not to be wondered at, 
considering that the Committee is‘not paid for this work. Heaps of books, good 
' and bad, are being printed and published month after month, and placed in the 
hands of the members. And it would entail a vast amount of hard work on 
them if they were required to read every one of them from the beginning to the 
end. Who would do such hard work without remuneration? Who again could 
get the time to doit? Thus it happens that many worthless books are passed 
while many good books are rejected by the Committee. It is no use raising the 
question whether or no the members are above considerations of friendship or 
influence of other kinds, although it cannot be positively said of some of them 
that they are above such considerations. Again, some members are not unoften 
unduly influenced by personal animus against particular authors, while self- 
interest leads some to wrong courses. All these causes combine to bring about 
a faulty selection of text-books. There can be, however, no question that most 
of the members pass their judgments on a book without reading the whole of it, 
and that they cannot help doing so. For various reasons the Committee are 
not able to do their work as they ought to do it. The Director of Public 
Instruction may be satisfied with the Committee’s work, but the public are not. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, too, it is said, is not altogether pleased with it. 
Recently certain newspapers condemned many books, which have found a place 
in the present list of text-books. ‘The writer freely admits that many of the 
- objections raised against these books are quite groundless, but he must at the 
same time state that certatn of these books are open to grave objection. It is 
said that His Honour has asked the Director for an explanation, and the latter 
has, in turn, called upon the Committee to furnish one. The writer has heard 
that the Committee has appointed a sub-committee consisting of Babus Chunder 
Nath Bose, Sarada Charan Mitra, and Haraprasad Sastrie. The writer will not 
pass any opinion in this matter until he is in pussession of the sub-committee’s 
report, the Committee’s explanation, the Director’s remarks, and the Lieutenant- 
overnor’s views. One thing, however, the sub-committee should bear in 
mind. In selecting text-books, the points that should receive particular attention 
are whether the language and style of the book under consideration are correct 
and grammatical, genteel and elegant, and simple and easily intelligible, whether 
the book contains an exposition of new facts and original researches, whether 
the subject matter of the book possesses sufficient value and interest, and 
whether the book contains unjust reflections on the religion, religious faith, and 
social customs of any people. The writer, part of whose duty it is to review 
books and whose critical faculty is considered by himself to be no way 
inferior to that of the Committee, &. always remarked that many of the text- 
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books approved by the Committee are extremely objectionable. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


32 The Sudhakar, of - “ ah age 3 ge so section 182 of SuDHAKaR, 
“I ona. the Calcutta Municipal Consolidation Act, the Dec 25th, 1891. 
births ant phe d web pegtivars of registrars of births <a deaths in Calcutta are re- 
Act’ éunicipal Consolidation quired to live within their own jurisdiction, and 
the sub-registrars at the licensed burning and burial 
grounds are required to live near their respective burning-ghats and burial 
grounds, This section had not, however, been up to this time strictly enforced, 
~ both registrars and sub-registrars were allowed to live wherever they liked. 
oe the Indian Mirror lately pointed out this violation of the law, and the 
hairman of the Municipality has issued an order directing all registrars and 
fub-registrars to live in places as specified in the law. Now, as regards regi 
ring they are highly paid officers and it will not be difficult for them to o 


© ‘aw. But to the sub-registrars, who do not get more than fifteen.or twenty 
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rupees a month, it will be a real hardship to obey the law and live near burning 
ghats and burial grounds. With their poor pay the will not be able to hire 


entire houses for their families in the places where they will be required to 
live ; and the only alternative left to them will be to leave their families else. 
where and live alone in their places of business. But that will involve them in 
trouble which will greatly interfere with their official duties. ‘The Municipal 
Commissioners are therefore requested either to amend the section empowering 
registrars and sub-registrars to choose their place of residence, or, if they are 
unwilling to make the amendment, to appoint persons having their residence 
near burning-ghits and burial grounds to the charge of such ghats and grounds, 
or to allow sub-registrars to put up in their offices. 


It is said that the new order of the Chairman has not been made applicable - 


to registrars and sub-registrars in the southern division of the town. The 
writer cannot account for this partiality to the officers in the English quarter, 


except on the supposition that the renting value of houses is very high in that 


quarter. But even on that supposition the distinction is an invidious one, _ 

It is idle, however, to expect justice to be done by the present Commis- 
sioners, who have been able to vote for an increase of Mr. Lee’s salary so soon 
after his appointment to the Chairmanship, and whilst they have been abolish- 
ing the graded system of pay of their clerks for want of money. 

33. Referring to the resolution of the Government of Bengal on the 
working of the Local and District Boards, the 
Banganivasi, of the 25th December, says it cannot 
agree with His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor in thinking that the time has 
not yet arrived for the establishment of village unions. 

Village unions should be the foundation and first stage of local seli- 
government; and until they are established, neither the Local nor the District 
Boards will be able to do much for the village population. The writer wishes 
His Honour to give the subject his special attention. In order to increase 
the powers of the Boards, and to establish village unions, and to give effect to 
other purposes in connection with local self-government, a change in the self- 
government law is necessary. 

And the writer cannot understand why the Lieutenant-Governor, while 
admitting some change to be necessary, is yet unwilling to alter and improve 
the law. 

34. The Bangavasi, of the 26th December, says that Sir H. Harrison 

The senso of self-respect of the COUld not have made the very insulting remarks 
Municipal Commissioners of Cal- against the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta 
—. which he made the other day if the Commissioners 
had got the smallest self-respect. 


Local self-government. 


a. a a 35. The Sanjivani, of the 26th December, has 
aiary.  —s—t(<“‘;*é‘“‘;:;*S«C#Cthe: éfollowing regarding the increase of salary 
granted to Mr, Lee :— 

Sir Henry Harrison said that the Calcutta Municipality had now very few 
worthy members in it, and that that body was gradually degenerating. Yes, 
the Calcutta Corporation is certainly degenerating when there are in it Com- 
missioners who are so devoid of sense of duty and so subservient to their 
Chairman as to vote for an increase of his salary. But the degeneracy that has 
occurred in the Corporation is due not so much to the elected as to the nomi- 
nated Commissioners; with one exeeption, all the nominated Commissioners 
voted for the increase. But as some elected members too voted for the increase, 
the rate-payers should be careful not to re-elect them—traitors as they have 
proved—as their representatives at the next election. Only 37 out of 75 Com- 
missioners were present at the meeting of the 10th December last, in which the 
increase was voted. The absentees were all cowards who were anxious to avoid 
giving offence to either party. . 

Mr. Lee had threatened the Commissioners that he would leave them if 
they did not give him five hundred rupees more. And Babu Kally Nath 
Mitter supported the proposal for increase by saying that the Commissioners 
would not easily get a man of Mr. Lee’s abilities if Mr. Lee was allowed to go 
away. What an argument! If Lord Lansdowne goes away ten Lansdowne’s 
will be immediately had to fill his place, but not one man will be found fit to 
fill Mr. Lee’s place in the Corporation! Nice argument indeed! Babu. Kally: 


[=] 


Nath’s arguments are always of this nature. And did not Mr. Lee himself feel 
ashamed to use such means and artifices to have his own poy increased ? A 
Committee has been appointed to reduce expenditure in the Municipality, but 
the Chairman is using threats and entreaties to have his own pay increased ! 
Only two years ago Mr. Lee was drawing not more than fifteen hundred 
rupees in the capacity of an Officiating Magistrate, and now he gets two 
thousand and five hundred rupees. If he is not content with this, he may 
go wherever he likes, but he has no business to suck the money of the rate- 
payers of Calcutta. Men like him are not really so rare. 

The municipal rates will be raised next year to 21 per cent., and that 
will be extreme hardship for the poorer rate-payers. And at such a time as 
this, the Chairman does not mind taking an increase. i 

The rate-payers should be careful to reject those Commissioners at the 
next election who either voted in favour of Mr. Lee, or absented them- 


selves from the meeting without sufficient reason. They should also inform ~ 


the Lieutenant-Governor of the loss they will ‘sustain by the increase of 
Mr. Lee’s salary. When His Honour comes to know the opinion of the rate- 
payers, it is very probable that he will not allow this waste of money. The 
non-official European community too 1s opposed to the increase. A meeting 
was to have been held in the Town Hall on the 16th December last to protest 
against the action of the Commissioners, but it was postponed in view of the 
Congress. 


The writer thanks Babu Durgagati Banerjee for the independence he, a 
Government servant, has shown by opposing the resolution. 


36. The same paper has learnt that malaria is raging violently in the 

village Jadubayera in the Kushtea sub-division of 

er the Nuddea district. The place is full of jungle. 

Mr. A. T. Gupta, during his Chairmanship of the District Board, ordered the 

Local Board to compel the villagers to remove the jungle, but the Local Board 
has not done anything in the matter as yet. 

37. The same paper condemns the intention of the Baraset Municipality 

The Baraset Municipality in the 24-Pergunnahs to fill up the tank Setpukur 

: within its jurisdiction, and convert the ground into 

a park. Baraset is a poor place, having hardly one puccu road, and its streets 

are not lighted for want of funds. For such a place a park will be much too 

costly a luxury. 
88. The Daiuik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 29th December, says that 


is _ the British Government is always desirous of pleas- 
i self-government in ing its subjects, subject of course to consider- 
ations of selfinterest. Moved by this desire and 
guided by this principle, it has established Municipalities and District and 
Local Boards in the country. It isan advantage to the Government that it 
can get the people’s own elected representatives on these Committees and Boards 
to do for it the necessarily unpleasant task of imposing and collecting taxes. 
Che arrangement enables Government to avoid unpopularity, and at the same 
time proves highly delectable to the elected members themselves, who acquire, 
in consequence of it, some degree of importance and authority in their respective 
towns and villages. None of these so-called self-governing bodies, however, possess 
real indepedence, Government having reserved all real power in its own hands. 
Nor is it desirable that they should be perfectly free from Governmental 
control. For evil is likely to result from vesting the Babu members with 
uncontrolled power. Government,. however, while it finds it necessary to 
impose official control on Municipalities and Boards, must also see that their 
members, the men, that is, who do so much hard work without being paid for 
doing it, do not find such control much too galling and unpleasant for them. 
The treatment it accords to them is therefore neither very hard nor very ‘lenient. 
This will account for the fact that the Government’s recent resolution on the 
working of the Municipalities in Bengal during 189')-91 contains. both praise 
and dispraise of the officials and of the elected members of the Municipalities. 
wovernment has in short attempted to please all parties, and has therefore 
“Oona made mistakes here and there, Referring to last year’s munici 
ep veer the Commissioner of the Presidency Division has said that “interest 
n the elections is confined to the lower middle class, the upper and higher 
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middle classes standing aloof, while in some cases the votes of the lower class 
of electors were obtained by improper influence.” The correctness of this 
opinion, which is also shared by the Lieutenant-Governor, cannot be disputed, 

he real leaders of the Native community in the mofussil do not at present, and 

robably will not at any time, join the masses in their election excitement. 
is Honour therefore proposes to raise the standard of electoral qualification, 
and the Municipal Act will be amended accordingly. But the elective system 
will not yield desirable results until the elective franchise ceases to be conferred 
on the people of this country according to the English notion that wealth 
is the one test of social status. And the utmost that the new Municipal Act 
will do in the way of raising the standard of electoral qualification in the 
Municipalities will probably be to slightly raise this property qualification. 
But whatever the case in other countries, it is a well known fact that in India 
social position is not determined by wealth alone, and the elective system 
will fail of its purpose in this country so long as due importance is not attached 
to the voter’s social position itself. Now, it would be impossible for a 
Christian Government to honour social position in this country without at the 
same time honouring caste which creates that position, for it could never, if 
it had any regard for caste, place a Brahman and a Muchi on the same footing. 
The elective system obtaining in England, where there are no caste distinctions, 
and where social position is not determined by such distinctions, will never 
prove a success in this country, which owns and will ever own the unquestioned 
sway of caste. An elective system suited to India must respect caste, and as 
caste will never be recognized by Government, the present elective system will 
always be a failure and continue to be unpopular. 

The chief object of Local Self-Government in India is to increase taxation. 
Taxation has reached its highest limit in this country, and any attempt 
to increase it still further is likely to increasn popular dissatisfaction. 

The revenue, which thirty years ago stood at less than 50 crores, has now 
risen to 85 crores, and the rulers are convinced that it is not easy to augment 
it any further. ‘This revenue, enormous as it is, is almost wholly expended on 
the civil service, the army, and frontier works, leaving nothing for the prosecution 
of such measures of internal improvement as sanitation, education, railways, 
and communications. More revenue must be raised if these benefits are to be 
conferred on the country. And as the probable result of Government’s own direct 
exertions to raise additional revenue would be to increase popular dissatisfac- 
tion, Government has found it necessary to grant Local Self-Government to 
the people. 

Hence it is that the collection of taxes has come to be the principal duty 
of the Municipalities and Boards in this country, and any remissness on the 
part of the members of those bodies in the discharge of this cardinal duty must 
necessarily displease the officials. And so the Secretary, Mr. Risley, is found 
saying in the Resolution under notice that, ‘‘as long as the Municipal Commis- 
sioners of thriving towns so far neglect the means ready to hand of raising 
the funds required for much needed improvements, the Lieutenant-Governor 
cannot admit the plea of financial inability so often put forward as an excuse 
for inaction in the most important duties of a Municipal Committee.” A 
remark of this kind will only add fuel to the fire. Already the Municipal 
Commissioners are extremely anxious to increase municipal taxation, and this 
expression of the Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion will have the effect of stimu- 
lating their taxing zeal to the utmost. It is therefore clear that self-govern- 
ment will result in extreme self-grinding. There can be no doubt that His 
Honour’s instructions in this matter will be carried out to the letter. It is true 
that municipal money is spent on municipal improvemonts, but it is also true 
that municipal taxation is increasing, and that increased taxation means 
increased sufferings for the people. 

Revenue must be increased to meet increased expenditure. Those that 
oppose increase of taxation, also oppose increase of expenditure. But His 

onour and his officials would increase municipal expenditure and improve 
the condition of this country on the method which is followed in their own 
country. It may be that what is regarded by them as improvement is. not 
regarded as such by the Indians. But native opinion is of no consequence. 


Considering that the whole Indian Empire is being governed in every respect 


[ wo 


n system, why should the Municipalities alone be managed 
4 SSiiceat tylen ? When the difference is so vast between the religion, 
i ial customs, morality, politics, education, discipline, and national character 
of the Europeans, in fact, between everything that 1s of the West, and the 
‘ licion, social customs, morality, politics, education, discipline and national 
character of the Indians, in fact, everything that is of the East, why should 
the system of self-government prevailing in the West be the same as that which 
revails in the East? But the English Government of India, which follows 
the Western system in all matters will follow that system mm the matter of 
 gelf-gov 

ig the Indians who must follow the guidance of their rulers. a 

as) Hy ethers ought to disregard the views and ideas of its subjects. 
And the English Government is well aware that the work of administration 
cannot be conducted properly if the views and ideas of its subjects are wholly 
disregarded. And because it knows this, it attempts to gain over to its side, 
and often with success, a number and class of its subjects. Thanks to English 
education, @ growing number of natives are gradually becoming admirers of 
Government’s English ideas and methods. Government, too, loves these men 
and recognises them, a microscopic cea & though they are, as the represen- 
tatives of the entire Indian population, as the cream of the Indian community. 
Whether in reference to self-government, that 1s, In connection with the 
Municipalities and Boards or in any other matter, it is these men alone who are 
regarded by Government as its chosen subjects. As it is with the work of 
legislation, so it is with the work of self-government. ‘T’he policy of the 


Consent Act is also the policy of taxation. 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


39. The Sahachar, of the 23rd December, rays that the frequent occur- 
A permanent settlement of land rence of drought and consequent famine in different 
for all India. parts of India within recent years has made it 
incumbent on Government to enquire into the causes of these calamities. Mere 
conservation of forests, however —_— it may be connected with the 
phenomenon of rainfall in a country, will not prevent, as it has not hitherto 
prevented, drought in India. Another pressing question to which it behoves 
Government to direct its attention is that of introducing a permanent land 
settlement in those provinces of India which are now without one. ‘There can be 
no doubt that the prosperity of the Bengal peasantry, and particularly their 
ability to tide over periods of distress caused by loss of crops, are almost wholly 
due to the existence of such a settlement in this Province. Not only the 
Congress, but many other high authorities, therefore advocate a wider 
application of this remedy in India. It is mistake to think that by making a 
permanent settlement of the land, Government would be foregoing a large 
revenue. ‘Those that hold this view seem to forget that periodical settlements 
stand in the way of people investing capital for the improvement of the land. 
If Government once makes a permanent settlement, it will, of course, be unable 
to increase the land revenue at any future time, but will it not be a gainer 
in other ways? ‘Will not the increased prosperity of the peasantry brought 
about by this means, by increasing their ability to cope with famine, make it 
less necessary than now for Government to incur expenditure in famine relief ? 
And increase of general prosperity will bring increased revenue to Govern- 
ment, The land will, indeed, yield less revenue, but more revenue will be 
derived from other sources. But financial quackery has ever been the curse 
of India. And thus the Indians are now suffering from the English cast-iron 
system of paying the land revenue in cash, instead of in kind, as was the practice 
under the Hindu and Mahomedan rulers of the country. The present s ystem is 
utterly unsuited to India. The introduction of a permanent land settlement is 
sure to diminish the enormous number of those Indians who now somehow 
manage to live on half diet. <r 


49. The Hitakari, of the 24th December, says that of all taxes the zemin- — 


The semnindati doh tax. dari dak tax is the most uncertain, most liable to 
T oe fallin arrear, and most anomalous. | 
he writer invites the attention of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, 


who has already done much for the good of the people of this country, to the 


ernment too, and will not be guided by Indian ideas of self-covern- 
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subject, and asks him to save the zemindars of Bengal from the hardships caused 
by this tax. 

In the case of Government revenue the amount is separately assessed on 
each person whose name is separately entered in the register, ‘The writer can- 
not understand why the same system is not followed in regard to the dak tax. 
It would be a great relief if the Government should separately assess the tax on 
the person from whom it might be due, even if the amount thus payable was 
overestimated. Government should remember that it is not just to make one 
man pay for another. nee 

41. ‘The same paper has no objection to the proposal regarding the pay- 

The question of the revenne mentof Government revenue in two instead of four 
kists. instalments, but says that as the instalment payable 
in the Bengali month of Ashar is an inconvenient one, it should be altered. 

42, The Pratikar, of the 25th December, says that the Government is always 

in favour of curtailing expenditure. The present 
_ The question ofthe land revenue J] jeytenant-Governor is satisfied if he can anyhow 
a curtail expenditure. Upto this time the land 
revenue has been paid in four instalments. To save time and money, His 
Honour proposes two instalments instead of four. It would be a disgrace to 
the English Government to carry out this proposal in utter disregard of the 
condition of the people. The country has gradually come to a pass in which it 
is difficult for both the zemindar and the ryot to pay the lawful revenue even 
in four instalments. The introduction of many taxes besides the land revenue 
is ruining the poor tenants. Already the tenants are much distressed in con- 
sequence of the oppressive manner in which the taxes are realized, and the 
introduction of the new system of collecting the land revenue will add to their 
distress. It is, however, to be feared that when His Honour has once taken it 
into his head to introduce the proposed change, and when it holds forth besides 
a prospect of reduced expenditure, it will not take long to carry it into effect. 
Attempts to prevent this should be made in time. 

43. The Sudhakar, of the 25th December, disapproves of the proposal of 
the Government of Bengal to reduce the number of 
revenue isis from four to two. Even under the 
present four kiss system zemindars and talukdars have often to make loans to 
pay their revenue, because their ryots cannot, on account of famine and scarcity, 
pay their rents regularly. Ifthe proposed change is made, many zemindars 
and talukdars will have to lose their zemindaris and taluks and become veritable 
beggars. 


The revenue kists. 


(9)—Railways and communications, tucluding canals and irrigation, 


44. The Mehere Monawar, of the 19th December, says that a Nepalese 
oS General was lately grossly maltreated by an 
ee . ‘atives in first and second cless_ Englishman while travelling to Bettia in a second 
ilway Carriages. : A : 
class railway carriage. The Englishman threw the 
General’s luggage out of the carriage when the latter was asleep, awoke him b 
poking him with his stick, and told him to leave the carriage forthwith. It 1s 
maltreatment of this sort by Europeans that makes native gentlemen disinclined 
to travel in first and second class railway carriages in spite of their ability to 
pay the higher fares. 
45. The Bangavasi, of the 26th December, has learnt that the people of 
the maujahs Kaldoba, Jhapuna Bari, Gharialdanga, 
and some other villages in Dhubri in Assam, applied 
to the Local Committee for the construction of a road joining the public road 
assing near the port Madhyagarh Kaldoba in Pergunnah Ghulya with tbe 
akshir Hat road in the Kuch Behar State. The necessary surveys were made, 
but nothing further is heard of. The ene a of the abovenamed villages fee 
great inconvenience tor went of such a road. 
46. The same paper says that the silting up of the Bagda Khal has almost 
a ; completely stopped the drainage of the village 
a san. > Be: Pay khals in the Amarasi and several others in its vicinity. The 
consequence is that the villages are subme 
during the rains, and considerable damage is done to the crops. The Barachanka 


. 


A road wanted in Assam. 


( 19 ) 


| h excavated only two years ago, answers the drainage purpose 
8 Saat. The Collector of Saniwan and the Commissioner of the 
Burdwan Division visited these parts in November last and proposed the 
excavation of new canals to serve as drains. Unless such canals are excavated, 
the people will be compelled to leave thoir homes. ; 

47. A correspondent of the Navayuga, of the 24th December, complains 

of the absence of good roads leading to and from 

Nunnagar, a village oa oe oe of b age aa 

ilway or steamer station, 1s about twenty-five milesirom the place, and 

the po hae Bd has to be walked on foot, a most difficult thing to do during 
the hot months of Chaitra and Baisakh. 

The correspondent hopes that the attention of the Government will be 
drawn to the subject and that the authorities will be pleased to order the 
construction of roads for the benefit of the people of Nunnagar and the neigh- 
bouring villages. 


Roads in the Pubna district. 


(h)— General. 


48. Referring to the case of one Jharu Bagdi, a cultivator of Kadihati, 
a village near Dum-Dum, who was struck by a bul- 
let while engaged in ploughing his field and is now 
lying in a precarious condition in the local ospital, the Sahachar, of the 
93rd December, asks Government to remove without delay the chandmari at 
Dum-Dum to some other place. ' 
49. The same paper is glad to notice that Lord Lansdowne has released 
| from jail certain of the Benares rioters whose case 
Release of certain Benares doceorved consideration. The whole country is 
apc pleased at this act of His Excellency, who has 
shown by this means, that, though local officials may make mistakes, the Supreme 
Government is not swayed by vindictive feelings. Now that the dignity of 
the law has been upheld, Government has seen its way to shew mercy. It is to 
be hoped that the people of the country will bear this in mind. It also behoves 
Government to direct its officials to act with a due regard to the signs of the 
times. The time is gone by when they could look down upon natives with 
impunity. If the officials of Benares had at the outset paid heed to the 
representations of the Native community, the riots would not have assumed such 
fearful dimensions. : 
50. The Pratikar, of the 25th December, says that the Pioneer has at 
: last had its attention directed to the coolie question. 
oar Sen Gn: It has advised the Government to take in its own 
hand the business of coolie recruiting. However much the coolie business 
may be varnished over with the gloss of western civilization, the people of India 
will never forget that it is nothing but the slave trade in a new form. A _ paper 
like the Pioneer alone can, therefore, advise the Government to take over this 
slave trade in its own hands. The Pioneer has, however, given the Government 
a piece of really good advice by asking it to abolish all tea gardens where 
Oppressions are committed on covlies. But how are such one to be 
proved | The coolie question has been discussed for along time, but Government 
ave ever been deaf to the grievances of that poor class o pes le. 
dl. A correspondent of the Sanjivuni, of the 26th December, writing 
A postal complaint from the from Gagri in the Monhyr district, says that 
Monghyr district. letters, &c., directed to the Gagri post-office are 
often sent from Monghyr to the Jamalpore post-office instead of being sent 
_ directly to the Gagri post-office. This occasions delay in the delivery of letters 
at Gagri, and considerable loss to the people of that place, many of whom have 
considerable business transactions with Calcutta. At times letters are sent even 
through the Agaria post-office. 
52. The Prakriti, of the 26th December, has learnt that His Honour the 
Registration of births and Lieutenant-Governor has found in the course of his 
in the mofussil. recent tour that the Municipalities cannot properly 
perform the work of registering births and deaths in the mofussil, and has 
accordingly decided that from January next the work should be placed 
in the hands of the police. The amount to be thus saved to the Municipalities 
being devoted by them to the spread of primary education, The writer thanks 


The chandmari at Dum-Dum. 
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His Honour the Lieutenent-Governor for this laudable resolve, and only 
expresses the ee that the work of registering births and deaths may not prove 
an instrument of oppression in the hands of the police. 

53. A correspondent of the same paper thinks that the tg of Bagnan, [ 

—— a ne in the Uluberia sub-division of the owrah district, 
Master of Bagnan in the Howrah are much indebted to the postal authorities for having 
district. made Bagnan a delivery post-office. ‘The correspon. 
dent, however, regrets that the Post-master of Bagnan, Babu Natabar Banerji 
to whose exertions the post-office owes its present position, has been trang. 
ferred from the place. The people of Bagnan, who will suffer greatly in 
consequence of his transfer, are strongly protesting against it. ‘lhe corres. 
pondent invites the attention of the Postmaster-General to the matter, and says 
that as Natabar Babu has served in the Postal Department with ability for a 
period of four or five years, the postal authorities should, at the special 
request of the Bagnan public, be pleased to retain Natabar Babu in his present 
ost. 

, 54. The Bangavasi, of the 26th December, says that Goverument lately 
Ths pension of the late Mr. granted a pension of one thousand rupees per annum 
Melville's family. to the widow of the late Mr. Melville, of the 
Telegraph Department, who was killed in the late Manipur disturbance, and an 
allowance of Rs. 180 per annum for the education of his two children. The act 
was quite worthy of a Christian Government. Itis now reported that the pension 
and the allowance are to be increased. The reason of this special consideration 
for Mr. Melville’s widow and children is that Mr. Melville, though a civil officer, 
served Government in a military capacity at a time of emergency. Govern- 
ment is thus showing great kindness to a Christian subject ; but it is hoped that 
this good precedent will also be followed by the impartial Christian Government 
in cases affecting its non-Christian subjects. 

55. The same paper says that the services of an Assistant Surgeon are 


greatly needed at Bishenpore, in the Bankura | 

An Asdsnet Resgeen weates district, people there having to go to the head- 
at Bishenpore, in the Mankura quarters when they want medical advice. Both 
cholera and malaria have made their appearance in 

the village, and several deaths have occurred from the former disease, 

56. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 27th December, says that 
The registration of births and the Lieutenant-Governor is not acting wisely in 
deaths. placing the registration of births and deaths in the 
hands of the police. In Calcutta it was once in the hands of the police, but 


many people objected to go to the police to make the registrations. The change 
proposed will increase police oppression. | | 


57. Acorrespondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 27th December, writes 


' ee follows :— 
ncome tax operations at Nawab- : : ‘ 
cuuns ts a haaes of Ones. The income tax officers in Nawabgunge in the 


Dacca district, having suddenly shaken off a pro 
longed lethargy, appear to have discovered that it was high time to devise 
means of oppressing the people, and therefore hastily issued a notice bearing 
date the 12th December culling upon people either to pay within 10 days from 
that date or to file a written statement of objections within seven days there- 
from, failing which defaulters would be dealt with according to the law. 

The old practice in such cases was to give two months and one month 
previous notice for paying the tax and putting in statement of objections, respec- 
tively. There is no fixed rule as to when the tax is to be paid every year,—it 
is sometimes in June, sometimes in September,—but this year notices have been 
issued three months before the expiry of the official year. 

The notices which were issued from the Income Tax Office on the 12th 
December were not posted before the 15th, and reached the post-office at 
Nawabgunge on the 16th, and the people of the villages within its jurisdiction 
on the 16th, 17th, and 18th according to the distance of the different villages 
from the post-office. Now, as the date fixed in the notice was to expire on the 
19th, the villagers who received the notice on the 18th had only one day to do 
their journey to Dacca and appear before the income-tax collector with the 
necessary papers. Many of them, again, may have business connected with 
such remote places as Caleuttn, Backergunge, and Comillah, where their account 
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other papers of business are kept. And it was impossible for 
rs wen the seodbiery papers within the period fixed in the notice. 
~~ he correspondent does not know how to characterise such proceedings— 
whether as vagaries or as acts of high-handedness. re 
58 <A correspondent of the Gramvasi, of the 28th December, writing in 
connection with the recent visit of Mr. Fiddian, 
oe the Magistrate and Collector of Howrah, to the 
Union Library and Higher Class English School of the village Mugkalyan with- 
-, the jurisdiction of the Bantul post-office in that district, says that the —_— 
of the place were very much Sarge with him. He is said to have talked with 
the villagers in Bengali, making minute enquiries a8 to their condition, and 
addressing words of encouragement to the rustics and artisans who had ory ered 
round him. ‘The correspondent has not come across an official ike Mr. Fiddian. 
59. The same paper referring to the recent action of the Government of 
India in depriving Raja Ram Rao, the Dewan of 
ere < o Ramnadh in Southern India, of the titles of “ Rao 
Bahadur” and “ Dewan Bahadur” for gross misconduct, says that this will be news 
to many and ought to be a wholesome lesson to title-hunters. _ 
The writer suggests that those graduates of the University who disgrace 
themselves in their private life should receive a similar treatment. 


III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


60. The Bangavasi, of the 26th December, says that by appointing 
Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh to the Viceregal Legislative 
Council, Government has removed a thorn from its 
own side, though it has injured Hindu interests. It 
may be stated in this connection that Dr. Ghosh was a staunch supporter of the 

Consent Act. 
61. The Prakriti, of the 26th December, thinks that the appointment of the 
Hon'ble Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh as a member of the 

Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh in the 


| er . Viceregal Legislative Council will give general 
ee satisfaction, as the Doctor is a highminded man of 


Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh in 
the Viceregal Legislative Council. 


independence of character. 
62. The Dacca Prakash, of the 27th December, enquires whether the 


appointment of Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh 
Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh in the PP osh as a member 


| . * * 1 e e 
Deans kntidlathee Gonna. of the Viceregal Legislative Council in the room 


of Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter has anything to do 
with the Consent Act. 

2 63. The Dacca Gazette, of the 28th Decem- 
vou. fal Coit Ghosh in the ber, approves of the ‘selection of Dr. Rash Behari 
Ghosh to be a member of the Viceregal Legislative 


64. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 29th December, is glad to 


ee renee notice the appointment of Sir John Edgar as a 
Levislative Cae 2 the Supreme member of the Supreme Legislative Council, and 
asks: “What about Sir Henry Harrison ?” 


V.—Prospects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


Famine and scarcity in India. the Di ee avast, of the 26th December, has 


Scarcity due to drought was as fre Hi 3 iti 
quent under the Hindu kings as it is 
now. But the Hindus have ever borne their visitations with veilandiion. They 


have a stron 
Providence they are yet staunch advocates of karma (action). In karma lies 


: € manliness of man. And in manliness is the glory of manhood. But in 
= performance of karma, man cannot dispense with divine favour. In ancient 
momen therefore, when there was scarcity owing to drought, the Hindus did 
nor est to roe the gods and brought down rain by means of the homa 

crince. The English rulers of India are not Hindus, and it may be that they 


do not believe in divine dispensation. But they are advocates of karma. The 


H ° e 
: indus had recourse to the koma fire for bringing down rain, and the English 


ave recourse to dynamite for the same purpose. ‘lhe Hindu, of course, knows 


g faith in the dispensations of Providence. But though believers in. 
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for certain that his karma (as regards the making of the homa sacrifice) must 
be blest with divine favour, and that the karma of the English in firiy 
dynamite is not likely to be similarly blest. The attempts which the English 
have made to bring down rain by meansof dynamite have failed, and a large 
amount of money has thus been spent for nothing. But the English have never 
theless proved themselves a manly and glorious people by performing this karma 
(action). That this karma has failed is owing to the ill-luck of the Indians, 
And the English cannot be charged with indifference to the sufferings of their 
subjects. After the dynamite experiments, it cannot be said that the English 
rulers do not try to alleviate the sufferings of their subjects arising from famine 
and scarcity. And the people of India must thank their own lot that succour 
does not always come to them in time. Surely the Government is not to blame 
for this. It often happens that Government does not get timely information 
of distress, and even when it gets the information want of money prevents it | 
from relieving distress. A Government with a debt of 180 crores must neces. 
sarily be in a financially embarrassed condition. This debt of the Government 
has been contracted simply to meet military expenditure. And this military 
expenditure will not stop until the North-Western frontier is placed in a per. 
fectly peaceful condition. And it is owing to the ill-luck of the Indians them- 
selves that military expenditure isso heavy. ‘There is now one only test left of 
the luck of the Indians. From very ancient times India levied heavy duties on 
its exports in order to prevent food-grains passing out of the country in large 
quantities, In the Vishnu Sanhita it is laid down that the king must levy 
upon all articles of export one-tenth of their value as export duty. Wheat is now 
India’s principal food-grain, and it is also largely used in other countries. But 
the Government of India having abolished all export duty on wheat, this Indian 
produce is exported in large quantities, It is the opinion of the Indians, and also 
of many Western economists, that the food difficulty in India will not abate until 
the Government devises means to puta stop tothe export of wheat from the 
country. It therefore remains for the Indians to ask their rulers to adopt this 
last course of all, as all other means of mitigating the country’s suffering from 
famine and scarcity have failed. Let the rulers do their duty; and if they fail, 
they will lose nothing; they will rather cover themselves with more glory for 
performing the action. And the Indians wil! only thank their lot for not getting 
any benefit by this action of their rulers, and cease to complain that their rulers 
are indifferent to their nay a 
66. The same paper has learnt that there is great scarcity in Sonali, in 
Scarcity in a village in the the Purneah district. The peasants are disposing 
Purneah district. of their cattle, and even purchasers of cattle have 
become scarce. 
67. ‘The same paper has learnt that the crops in Kotchandpore, in the 
_ Failure of the crops in a village J essore district, have completly withered for want 
in the Jensore district, of rain. There has been no 7abi crop in the place 
this year. The people themselves are suffering from cholera and malaria. 


VI.— MIscELLANEOUS. 


68. The Urdu Guide and Darussaltanat, of the 18th December, says that 


ities in Miia Mussulmans, who go on pilgrimage to Mecca, have. to 
suffer considerable inconvenience at present. It 
would be unreasonable to demand of the English Government that it should put 


an end to their sufferings in Turkish territory. But the English can relieve 
them of a great deal of their present inconvenience by putting a stop to the 
present mischievous practice of unduly cramming vessels with pilgrims on the 
way from Bombay to Aden for the sake of money. 
69. The Sahachar, of the 23rd December, says that malaria is increasing 
Scesses oh ci dle te Una in Bengal, and it is time that Government and the 


people of the country made earnest efforts to check 
the virulenve of this scourge. It is true that population is increasing, but what 18 


the good of having a weak and sickly population? Individual efforts or quinine 
will do nothing in the present case. The task of coping with malaria is 
beyond the power of the Municipalities. Government should therefore appoint 
a Commission to enquire into, and report on, the causes of malaria, paying 
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particular — to the question of obstructed drainage and the silting up of 
hails. 

wa. % "Nehring to the case of Jharu Bagdi of Kadihati, near Dum-Dum, the 
Shouting of a native by a Euro- Navayuya, of the 24th December, asks, if this unfor- 

pean soldier at Dum-Durm. = tunate man, the only bread-winner of his family, 

dies as the result of the accident, who will be responsible for having caused his 

death, and what will be the fate of his poor wife and children ? 

The writer knows very well that the natives of this —s are no better 
than dogs and jackals in the eyes of Europeans, and therefore fails to under- 
stand why they should be treated with greater consideration than those inferior 
animals, - : cs 

71. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Paragram, a village 

) io within the jurisdiction of the Simulia Post Office, in 

An oppressive zemindar in the the Dacca district, reports the existence of a heredi- 

— tary feud between the zemindars of Simultali and 
Baladiya, in pergunnah Leon on in the district of Dacca. 

The zemindar of Baladiya, Reisunuddin Chowdhuri, has lately taken to 
oppressing the Roys, the vel eaves talukdars of Paragram, and their tenants. 
The Roys being at length compelled to seek redress in a court of law, the 
Chowdhry Shaheb has begun to extort razinamas from their tenants, ordering 
them at the same time not to pay rent to them. 

Government was at length pleased to depute the Manager of Talipabad to 
makean enquiry. That-officer, for reasons best known to himself, made no men- 
tion in his report of the zu/um committed on the ryots, but simply stated that 
Reisunuddin Chowdhuri had been guilty of interfering with the properties of the 
= 9-anna talukdars without the authority of a court of law. On the submission of 
this report a parwana was issued to Reisunuddin Chowdhuri forbidding him to 
interfere in any way with the properties of the 9-anna talukdars and their tenants. 
But the perwana has failed to produce the desired effect. The inhabitants of this 
part of the country are poor, illiterate, and timid, and can therefore hardly defend 
themselves against the encroachments of rich and powerful zemindars. 


Will not the tyranny of the strong over the weak be put an end to even 
under the British rule? 


72. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, reports that on Friday, the 


- na villaze inthe 4 Loth instant, a man-eating tiger attacked a cow 
Nudiea district. SS SSsé« elon ging  to-one Haazari Lal Ghosh in a field between 
the villages of Brahmashashan and Baghanchra 


/ near Santipur, in the district of Nuddea. The inhabitants of this part of the 


district are now living in the greatest terror with their cattle, and asks the 
local police to engage the services of a shikari for a few days. 


73. The same paper complains that no good work in this country can 


: | _. succeed, if it is not associated with the name of an 
i = charity under English Fnglishman. As one instance, the writer mentions 

the fact that Raja Baikuntha Nath De, Bahadur, of 
Balasore, who is really a philanthropic and kind-hearted gentleman, has recently 
founded a hospital at Suro for the benefit of pilgrims to Jagannath, and has 
named it “‘ The Elliott Hospital.” Similarly, the Maharaja of Pattiala, who has 
a a donation of Rs. 50,000 for founding twelve scholarships in the Punjab 


" preity, has named them “ Albert Victor Pattiala Scholarships.” But why auld 


so when the money spent for such purposes comes from native pockets P 
oO long as native Raj 


jahs and zemindars do not get rid of their illusory 
notions regarding Englishmen, the country must not expect to fare well. 


74. The Hitakart, of the 24th December, says that Bengal is not showing 
tii . its former enthusiasm in electing delegates to the 


on . next Congress. This is perhaps due to the scarcity 
: - is prevailing everywhere in this rity Kushtea in the Nuddea district 


as elected four delegates, but it is doubtful whether any of th ill 
present himself at the Congress, 7 & em wil sctaally 


7. The Saraswat Patra, of the 26th December, says that the sense of 
O 


ees 2 justice and kind-heartedness of the present Chief 
Assam, "'° Commissioner of (Commissioner of Assam have charmed everybody. 
Although stationed in a remote corner of the mpire, 
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his impartial justice and natural kindness of heart have attracted the notice of 
all India, and the whole country bows to him in respect and reverence. The 
writer then refers to the cases of the coolie women of Sadiya and the Panda, 
or priest of Kamakhya, and remarks that the Chief Commissioner’s conduct 


in these cases really inspires everybody with bhakti for that high-minded 
officer. 


76. The Prukriti, of the 26th December, has the following :— 


It is a matter of profound regret that the Government is indifferent to the 


piteous cries of its subjects, asking it to adopt 
Killing of a native bya European ffective measures with a view of preventing the 
sigeenitensslentmech tear killing of natives by Europeans. If such cases had 
happened in England, the consequences that would have ensued would have been 
of a character which could have been more easily conceived than described. _ Is it 
not @ serious matter that when innocent villagers are engaged in ploughing their 
fields, bullets should be flying to and fro and striking some of them? The 
village of Kadihati near um-Dum is a scene of daily occurrences of this kind, 
The attention of the Government has been twice drawn to this subject, and it is 
a matter of regret that the Government has not, nevertheless, listened to the 
writer’s appeal, and has remained deaf to his representations. ‘T’he other day, — 
one Jharu Bagi, while working in his field near Dum-Dun, was struck with a 
bullet. He is the sole bread-winner of his family. Let the reader reflect for 
a moment on the pitiable condition to which the latter has been reduced in 
consequence of the accident. ‘The writer has repeatedly said that if the Govern- 
ment orders the target to be turned in the direction of Gopalnagar, Kadihati 
and the neighbouring villages will be freed from their present danger. 


77. The Sanjivani, of the 26th December, says that the attention of 


vn | Government has frequently been drawn to the fact 
. pee te European that shots fired by the soldiers at Dum-Dum often 


find their way into the neighbouring village of 
Kadihati. But Government has done nothing to prevent it. On the 20th 


December last, one Jharu Bagdi, a peasant of the village, was employed 
reaping paddy, when a shot struck him. He was at once taken to the hospital 
and lies there in a precarious condition. That the authorities should remain 
indifferent in the matter, even when such fatal casualties have become 80 
frequent, is very much to be regretted. Is the life of the Indian like the life 


of a dog ora cat that whoever wishes should make a play thing of it in his 
hands? 


78. The same paper says os a secret circular is said to have been issued 

| | by either the Bombay Government or some 

oe ia cae circular. officer under it, prohibiting all Government pleaders 
in that Presidency from 


taking part in the congress that is now sitting at 
Nagpore. If such a circular has been issued, it has been issued in violation of 


the spirit of the order published by the Viceroy on the subject last year. If, 
therefore, the circular is not at once withdrawn, or if any Government pleader 
comes to grief on account of joining the congress, the matter should be 
forthwith brought to the notice of the Viceroy, and even the English Parliament, 
and the congressists should after that set up an agitation in the English 
press. Lord Reay used to sympathise with the congress, but Lord Harris looks 
upon it with unfavourable eyes. ‘The policy of the ruler who ‘spends so much 
of his time in sports cannot be expected to be inspired by much wisdom. 


79. Th is 
The moral character of medical © Game peper has the followin in an 


ae when on the moral character of the native doc: 
ors :— 


At the present time, when so many people are steeped in vice and immorality, 
the kabirajes or Hindu physicians as a class have kept their character 
immaculate, and are still as simple, gentle, sober, steady, religious and scru- 
pulously moral as their predecessors in the bygone ‘times. But English 
education has, on the other hand, called into existence a class of phvsicians 
who wear pantaloons and take particular care to comb their hair. 4 


here are 
of course among these men uiany who possess a spotless character. But 


ee 


‘there are among them others who are inveterate drunkards and men of 


despicable character. Few men know what injury these latter are doing to 
native society. ‘The writer knows of a native doctor in the Government service 
who is seldom seen sober, and who lives under the same roof with a prostitute. 
The writer also knows of a medical officer in charge of a district who is so 
addicted to drinking, and is of such an immoral character, that his wife, finding 
it impossible to tolerate him, put an end to her life by suicide. If this report 
which the writer has received is true, the matter is very serious indeed, for the 
man, as beirig in charge of a district, has access to many respectable zenanas 
and treats hundreds of female patients. Government should be henceforward 
very particular regarding the moral character of the medical officers it employs 
in charge of districts, especially as female doctors and midwives are bein 
‘now employed under District Medical Officers. Native society, too, shoul 
look to the character of the physicians it calls in to treat female patients. 
And, lastly, the doctors themselves should carefully consider how important it is 
for medical men to be of good moral character. oe 

80. The same paper says that when thirty years ago Pundit Iswar 
: Chandra Vidyasagar applied to Government for the 
Kalin polygamy, passing of an Act prohibiting polygamy among 
the Kulin Brahmans, the oppositionists contended that the evil would disappear 
of itself with the spread of education, and that no legislative measure was 
needed for its suppression. Thirty years have elapsed since that time, and 
education has widely spread in the country, but the evil still exists. Even 
B. A.’s of the University, who are Kulins by caste, are found to take more than 
one wife. One Jagadis Chandra Mukharji, an inhabitant of Kandapara, a 
village in Vikrampore in the Dacca district, who isa B. A., has lately taken 
a second wife, although he has his first wife living. The writer gives several 
other instances of polygamy, and says that there is no hope of eradicating the 
evil without the help of Government. 

81. A correspondent of the same paper makes the following remarks on 
Surgeon Bamandas Basu’s paper on the Hindu 
system of medicine appearing in the Sanjivani of 
the 19th December last (see R. N. P. for 26th December 1891, paragraph 71):— 

(1) It is true that the kabirajes have no knowledge of surgery; but, 

except in this single branch of medical science, the kabirajes 
ia not be left behind by the most distinguished European 
octors. 

(2) Babu Bamandas is wrong in thinking that the Hindu pharmacopceists 

did not themselves test the properties of drags. 
(3) The country ought certainly to be thankful to the European doctors 
who have studied the properties of Indian drugs. But the 
~ attempts of a handful of men, and for asmall number of years, 
could not be expected to effect much in a subject of research of 

this kind. 

(4) The correspondent is not willing to admit that Government has done 
enough for the improvement of the Hindu system of medicine. 
It has done nothing beyond publishing the pharmacopoeia 
of India, and that is not doing much for a thing upon which 
depends the life of a whole nation. 

82. A correspondent of the same paper says that cholera is raging most 

ae ; violently in Chan acha, and the adjoining villages 
Senay Aca a villages inthe in the Jessore district. The en 18 


personally attending the patients at Changacha, 
He hardly finds a moment’s rest during the whole day ua for some hea te the 


night. stock of medicines is exhausted almost as soon as it is brought from 
Calcutta. What is the Government doing now? Is it sleeping? Itis said that 
F ee doctors are sent by Government whenever there is a wide prevalence of 

isease in any place. Wh then are not doctors being yet sent to these places 


The Hindu system of medicine. 


in the J istri ; p 
é Jessore district? Will they be sent when the people are all dead? ‘I'he 


ome soe OL nangeche, renga 2 yp Dasi, has ordered her men not to collect 
rom the ryots, and to spend any amount that may be necessary to gi 

proper medical ‘relief to the aificted. She has Remover’ her servants to ahh 

money even by pawning her own jewels, if necessary. 
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83. The Hitavadi, of the 26th December, calls attention to the following 


case on the authority of a correspondent of the 
Killing of anative bya European Q¢ytesman:— | 
soldier st Dum-Dum. On Sundav last a labourer of the name of 


Jharu Bagdi, while working in a paddy field in the village of Kadihati, near 
Dun- a oe suddenly shot with a bullet and had to be removed to hospital, 
where he is now under treatment. The writer remarks that occurrences of this 


kind in Dum-Dum, and the neighbouring places, have become very frequent of 
late. Will there be no remedy for this? 


UrtyA PAPERS, 


84. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 2nd December, reports cholera in 
the Balasore town. Of those attacked, only two 
have been saved with much difficulty. 
85. The same paper again returns to the subject of the oppression of 
cultivators residing near the Coast Canal by the 
Oppression in connection with persons in charge of the canal. The oppression 
spedepnn russia: takes the form of taking the cultivator’s cattle to 
pound-houses if they cross the canal or tread upon the canal bank. The writer 
notices at length the conduct of those who are in charge of the Chandipur 
portion of the Coast Canal, and points out that the authorities should adopt such 
measures as will enable the cultivating classes residing on the western side of 
the canal to send their cattle across the canal to the grazing grounds on the 
seashore. 


86. After alluding to the death from cholera of some pupils and teachers 


— : of some of the vernacular schools situated in the 

B Examination centres in the northern part of the Balasore district, who were 
alasore district. . : 

required to attend the Balasore centre of examina- 

tion, the Samvadvahika, of the 3rd December, suggests that a centre of examination 


ought to be established, either at Jellasore or at Lakhannath, as was being done 

in past years, for the convenience of those schools that are in the northern 

part of the Balasore district, and requests that the educational authorities 
concerned should attend to the matter without delay. 

87. The Editor of the Utkaldipika, of the 5th December, has learnt that 

the cyclone of 5th November destroyed 54,000 

ae done by the late storm inhabited houses with 8,600 cattle in them in 


Koojung, in the Cuttack district, and that the afore- 
said houses were occupied by 62,000 human beings, of whom 150 are said to 


have perished. He has also learnt that the sea-board estates of Harishpuw, 
Marichpur, at FG &c., have fared no better in the cyclone. __ 
88. Some of the Uriyas of the Ganjam district, in the Madras Presidency, 


having formed themselves into a Committee to 
A Vege eerenet agitate the question of introducing Uriya as the 
court language in the place of Telegu in all the courts of the Uriya-speaking 
Province of the Madras Presidency, and of taking such other steps to advance 
their education, and to wean them from a helpless state of ignorance as may 
appear best, all the native papers of Orissa sympathise with the movement, and 
urge that the Local and Supreme Governments ought to make reasonable conces- 
sions by substituting Uriya in the place of Telegu, and by establishing a larger 
number of schools in imitation of the policy adopted by the Government of the 
Central Provinces. 


89. The Utkaldipika, of the 5th December, is sorry to notice frequent 


Cin dt in i. change of lecturers in the Ravenshaw College, 
Ravenshaw College, C(té«wUttacckk, and is of opinion that such changes must 


isaey) tell seriously on the results of the University ex- 
aminations at that College. 


90. Referring to the yen of Bi female labourers in the Ahmedabad 
3 | actory in Bombay, applying for the repeal of that 
on” labour in Indian f20- section of the ti actories Act which limits the 


_ working hours of such labourers on the ground of 
losing the services of their employers, the Utkaldipika, of the 12th December, 


remarks that the complaint is a just one, and that the Indian Legislature ought 


Cholera in Balasore town. 
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10t to have listened to the sentimental demands of England prompted by a policy 
of self-interest, and that the provision of the Act, however equitable it may have 
proved in the United Kingdon, is quite unsuited to the condition of the natives 
of India, who are compelled to work for a large number of hours by the high 
price of the staple food, without which they cannot keep body and soul together. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 2nd January 1892. 
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